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PROCLAMATION
200th Anniversary

The Pilgrimage of the
Brethren in Christ
"The founding of the Brethren in Christ Church occurred in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in the vicinity
of the rural community of Stackstown near the Susquehanna River. According to tradition, the first baptism
occurred sometime between 1775 and 1788 in Conoy
Creek, which flows through Stackstown.
The founders were deeply committed to the Word of
God. From it they concluded that the Christian life began
through an experience of heartfelt conversion and that the
converted were called to follow God's will faithfully in a
visible community of fellowship and service.
The small nucleus of founders grew into two larger
bodies known as "River Brethren" in the United States
and "Tunkers" in Canada. In 1879 these two branches of
the movement united in a single General Conference,
which is the predecessor of the one now assembled in biennial meeting.
Our spiritual forebears proclaimed the Word to others.
As a result there are today Brethren in Christ churches and
fellowships in Rhodesia, Zambia, India, Japan, Cuba and
Nicaragua.
In 1974 the General Conference of the Brethren in
Christ passed a resolution designating the year 1978 as the
time to observe the 200th anniversary of the founding of
the Church.
It is therefore appropriate that this General Conference
proclaim the year 1978 as the 200th anniversary of the
Brethren in Christ Church, with the general theme, "The
Pilgrimage of the Brethren in Christ." We give recognition to our heavenly Father for His mercy and blessing
upon us as a brotherhood. May this occasion be a time
when we honor our spiritual fathers and mothers and dedicate ourselves as they did to the quest for a biblical faith
and an effective ministry to our age."

•

This proclamation was presented by Paul McBeth
during the closing session of the 1976 General Conference. This was presented on behalf of the General Conference Program Committee.

Poetry Music ft Art h Drama
Study guides are being prepared for use at the Mennonite World Conference to be held in Wichita, Kansas, in
1978. These guides, six in number, will be based upon
selected parables: The Hidden Treasure and Costly Pearl
(Matthew 13); The Patch and the Wineskins (Mark 2);
The Soils (Mark 4); The Seed Growing Secretly (Mark 4);
The Good Samaritan (Luke 10); The Lost Son (Luke 15).
John K. Stoner has been asked to write a study guide on
the parable of The Good Samaritan. He has been asked to
include in his study guide original poetry, art, music, and
drama done by Brethren in Christ people. Although his
interest is primarily related to the parable for which he is
responsible he would welcome and pass on contributions
based on any of the other parables.
Readers who wish to share with Brother Stoner or the
other writers in this effort may send their contribution to
John K. Stoner, 21 S. 12th St., Akron, PA 17501.
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Editorial

Biblical Evangelism

A T the General Conference of 1974 the title of Director
of Evangelism was changed to Director of Evangelism and
Church Growth. This was a significant change. It
recognized a new concern and a new emphasis on the part
of the denomination.
As a church we have been strong on evangelism. Evangelistic meetings were a part of both our winter and
summer schedules. The Sunday school and the vacation
Bible schools had decision days and were seen in part, at
least, as evangelistic efforts.
Our membership grew and new congregations were
founded but the difference between the number of converts, resulting from the evangelistic efforts, and the
number added to congregational membership rolls was too
great. We have been better at evangelism than at church
growth.
This is changing. Within the last few months I attended
three congregations—and it is obvious that church growth
is happening. It is also happening in my home congregation. Congregations are crossing ethnic lines. The community is represented in the membership and attendants.
Crucial to this emphasis on church growth has been a
better understanding of the Great Commussion. Discipling is more than conversion. Discipling is not set apart
from baptism and teaching but these are really amplification of what discipling is all about.
Discipling is more than obtaining a decision resulting in
conversion. It, of course, is that or it isn't anything. But it
is more. It is bringing the convert into the church and,
through fellowship and teaching, to a walk of obedience to
the teachings of Christ. This means that discipling is a continuous task.
The symbol of the church as a family—the family of

God has meaning for us in understanding discipling. This
should be a symbol easily understood by us who have
traditionally used the term brother and sister in describing
our relationship.
As in the human experience so in the spiritual, birth
signifies life and potential but little else. Cultural patterns,
moral values and social behavior come through teaching—verbal and non verbal, conscious and unconscious.
This is an essential part of family and parental responsibility. This is the picture of a new-born in Christ.
Christian virtues and Christian maturity comes in
response to the relationships experienced and the teachings received within the church. This is a part of discipling
just as is evangelism.
For the Christian the spiritual family is the local congregation or a group within this congregation. One of the
tasks of the pastor and the church board is to keep this
ministry of the local congregation under review to determine the quality of parenting which is being done. There is
the obligation to determine the basic needs of the members—new and older—and to ask if these needs are being
met.
The joy experienced as a new child is born into the
family (congregations) will be accentuated by the
evidences of growth and maturity of the one who was once
a child. (Each age has its own rewards for the parents.)
This maturity does not happen automatically in either the
human or the spiritual family. This is why discipling needs
to be more than evangelism.
We have often divided the great commission into three
parts—discipling, baptizing, and teaching. It would be
more accurate to see it as a unit—discipling, of which baptism and teaching are essential elements.
Z

A Text: Used and Misused

"If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land" (II Chronicles 7:14).
This promise made by God to Solomon following the
dedication of the Temple is a great text. It is being greatly
used during America's bicentennial. It fits the mood of
concerned Christians who are also American citizens. The
need for national healing is obvious. The thorough-going
means of healing as stated in the text are terms Christians
understand.
In spite of my sympathy with the desire for national
repentance and healing, I must confess some uneasiness
with the current use of this text. I find it a most appropriate text when applied to the church. It does not seem quite
so appropriate when applied to the nation.
The use of the text in relation to a nation seems somewhat presumptuous. "If my people who are called by my
name . . ." hardly relates to a nation. Could we imagine
the early church applying that phrase to the Roman
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Empire or to one of the provinces? One of the perils of
nationalism is the assumption that our nation is in a
special way related to God and His purpose. This naturally
leads to seeing nations which oppose our purpose as resisting God's purpose. No nation today stands in the relation
to God as did Israel. No nation of the family of nations is
"my people called by my name."
The second factor which makes the current usage questionable is our failure to see the church, rather than the
nation, as the recipient of the promise. The church is the
new people of God who are called by His name.
The text is a text for the church. When there is spiritual
drought, when life is at a low ebb, and vision and passion
are lost; when holiness of life is ignored, and the promise of
healing is needed and the conditions of healing proclaimed.
Then we need to go to this text and call the church to
repentance.
Perhaps our present usage of the term has recognized
these distinctions. Perhaps I have made a straw-man and
my fears are not justified. I hope so. But just in case—.
Z
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The knowledge of God does not
need to be a guessing game

T H E R E it was, in the middle of the
Sahara Desert! Was it a mirage? The
men could scarcely believe what their
eyes registered: An airplane, almost
intact, sitting on the sands of the vast
desert.
When they examined it more closely, they found it was a World War II
Vintage U.S. Air Force Bomber, and
on the fuselage they could still read the
words: "Lady Be Good."
Thus ended one of the mysteries of
the war—whatever happened to Lady
Be Good, the bomber that book off for
a mission in North Africa and never
was heard from again? Now a second
mystery emerged. The plane was
found at least 400 miles past its destination in the desert. Yet, when the
instruments were checked out, they
were found to be still operating and
accurate.
Investigators finally surmised that
Lady Be Good had overshot its goal
by 400 miles because it got into a high
altitude air current that doubled its
speed, without the crew knowing it.
What evidently happened was that the
crew knew how long the flight ordinarily took, and when they reached
their destination in half the time, they
assumed their instruments were in
error and flew on. Eventually they ran
out of fuel and crash-landed in the
desert. A hundred miles from the
plane, the searchers found the remains of several of the crew who had
perished trying to get help. All, of
course, had been lost.
Lady Be Good, the plane whose
crew wouldn't believe its instruments,
is a parable of a world which is lost
and perishing because it will not be-
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lieve. We know more—and perhaps
believe less—than any other generation. We know more about political
science, and trust our politicians less;
more about child psychology, and
trust our children less; more about
marriage, and trust our partners less.
A popular French philosopher says,
"All truth is a hoax; all certainties are
functioning lies."
Part of the present uncertainty
comes from the fantastic changes in
our way of life. Perhaps the basic
trouble is this: we aren't sure of things
because we aren't sure of God.
Even many professing Christians
have become timid, hesitant and unsure. Some have been shaken up by
the "God is Dead" theology and have
come fearfully to their minister
asking, "is it true?" A lack of certainty is evident on the part of many
professing Christians as to their relationship to Christ. Because of this, I
want to try to answer the question,
"How can I know I am a Christian?"
The uncertainty we feel around us
was not a characteristic mark of the
early Christians. Open the New Testament and you walk into a different
world. The book of Acts and the
Epistles breathe confidence and
assurance. Boldness toward man and
confidence toward God marked the
full assurance that they had.
Now it is possible that someone
may truly believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, yet not have "full assurance of
faith" (Hebrews 10:22). But God certainly wants to give us this assurance.
Some people rebel against the idea
that we can be sure of our salvation.

They think it smacks of arrogance and
presumption. They ask, "How can
anyone be so good and holy as to say,
'I know I'm going to heaven?'" But
the Bible warns us not to boast about
our own achievements. Our salvation
is a gift, not an achievement. That's
why we can never let assurance turn
into arrogance, or Christ-confidence
turn into self-confidence. Jesus plainly
warned us to beware of false assurance and self-righteousness.
There is such a thing as genuine
assurance which is not boastful but
humble, and which rests not on our
goodness, but on the mercy and
strength of God. One whole book in
the New Testament is written to deal
with this—The First Letter of John. In
chapter 5, verse 13, it says, "I have
written like this to you who already
believe in the Name of God's Son so
that you may be quite sure that, here
and now, you possess eternal life." In
6ther words, he is writing to those who
believe, so that they might also know.
Can you say today, "I too know whom
I have believed?"
Why does John give an entire letter
to deal with this? Why is Christian certainty so important? For one thing, we
need to know how we stand with God
if we are going to grow in the Christian life. We can't grow in our Christian lives if we keep digging and grubbing around to see how we stand with
Christ. We need to have Christian certainty if we are going to enjoy the
Christian life.
Then, we need to have Christian
certainty if we are going to share the
faith effectively. How can we ask
someone to stake his life on something we're not sure of? If people sense
an " i f ' or a "maybe" in your voice
when you talk about your faith, you
can't blame them if they hesitate to
commit themselves to Christ. Life is
not a dry run; it's the real thing, and
people have only one life to commit.
The knowledge of God does not
have to be a guessing game. It is your
birthright, if you are a child of God by
faith in Christ. And if you're not, you
can enter into that relationship today.
When I was a boy, I became very
concerned as to whether I was really a
Christian. I thought I had trusted
Christ as a smaller boy years before,
but I wasn't sure. I asked my mother
and she gave me some wise advice.
"Why don't you tell God about it?" So
I prayed and said something like this:
"Dear God, I think I received Jesus as
my Savior before, but if I didn't I want
you to know I do now." And God
brought to my young heart the certainty that my life was secure in
Christ.
He wants to give that same gift to
you. Will you ask Him now?
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The Bible and Culture
R. V. Sider
T H E Brethren in Christ Church has
experienced unprecedented changes
within the last 30 years. In all of these,
a deliberate effort has been made toward a clearer understanding of the
Word of God on one hand and a more
effective ministry in the world on the
other. Admittedly not everyone who
has participated in the process of
change has necessarily done so out of a
desire to better please the Lord. Some
have changed without scriptural understanding for the change. Here lies a
deep concern. Change takes place in
every generation. That is as it should
be. It is however, of utmost importance that change is directed by the
Spirit toward a clearer understanding
of the will of God for the church: "To
serve the present age, my calling to
fulfill."
Understanding
New Testament Culture
To achieve a better understanding
of God's will for us, we may profit
from a consideration of how to apply
the New Testament Scriptures in light
of the culture of the day in which they
were written and the culture in which
we live. The historical circumstances,
language, geography, biology, and indeed the entire culture of Bible times is
different from ours. Bridges of understanding must be built from the period
of Bible history to the present. The
building of the bridges takes study,
thought, and prayer. The particular
bridge of our concern spans the cultural gap between the New Testament
times and ours.
A legitimate question is "What is
culture?" H. Richard Niebuhr in his
book Christ and Culture defines culture as follows: "It comprises language, habits, ideas, beliefs, customs,
social organization, inherited artifacts, technical processes, and values.
Culture is the work of men's minds
and hands. . . . Again, culture in all its
forms and varieties is concerned with
the temporal and material realization
of values.'"
The writer is bishop of the Canadian Conference and Director of Evangelism and Church
Growth.
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Jesus and Paul
Jesus, in the flesh, lived in a world of
culture. One might say in worlds of
culture. He was a Jew. In addition to
Hebrew, He spoke the colloquial language of the people—Aramaic. This
was the deposit of the Babylonian
occupation centuries before. He also
knew, and doubtless occasionally
spoke, Greek. This was from the influence of Alexander the Great's conquest of the Middle East. And Jesus
lived under the rule of Rome as had
His countrymen for more than six
decades before the incarnation. In the
vortex of these cross-cultural influences "The true light that gives light to
every man was coming into the world"
(John 1:9). He, the timeless One,
brought light to all men of all times
that they might see and know the one
and only true God.
The Apostle Paul felt the influences
of the same cultures as did his Lord.
While Jesus did not travel beyond Palestine, the Lord called Paul ". . . to
carry my name before the Gentiles and
their kings and before the people of Israel" (Acts 9:15). Paul summed up his
strategy, "Though I am free and
belong to no man, I make myself a
slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible. To the Jews I became like a
Jew, to win the Jews. To those unto
the law I became like one under the
law (though I myself am not under the
law), so as to win those under the law.
To those not having the law I became
like one not having the law (though I
am not free from God's law but under
Christ's law), so as to win those not
having the law. To the weak I became
weak, to win the weak. I have become
all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some" (I
Cor. 9:19-22).
Paul's life demonstrated his cultural sensitivity to the Jews by circumcising Timothy (Acts 16:3) and
personally submitting himself to Jewish laws and vows (Acts 21:17-26).
Similarly he identified with the Gentiles by staunchly defending the decision of the church regarding circumcision, ". . . that we should not make it

difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God" (Acts 15:19). At Athens
he turns to the Greek culture and
quotes from their poets (Acts 17:28).
Jesus and Paul brought eternal truth
to people in the cultures where they
found them. They did not compromise truth but they did adjust their
presentation of the message to the culture of those to whom they ministered.
Comparing New Testament
Culture with Ours
Several years ago I was required to
write a paper on the divorce issues
facing the church. One of the facts
which assisted me was to learn that
divorce was as prominent, or more so,
in Jesus' time on earth as in ours. A
Jew could divorce his wife if she
burned his soup. Marriage breakdown was so widespread in the empire
that people weren't bothering to
marry. It is in this light that Jesus
teaches of the permanence of marriage and "The disciples said to him,
'If this is the situation between a husband and wife it is better not to
marry'" (Matt. 19:10). In this instance the cultural overtones relating
to marriage breakdown are similar to
western culture.
In that day as well persons turned to
the Scriptures to support the cultural
and/or religious status quo. The
Pharisees were particularly adept at
this. They sought to judge Jesus
whether He healed on the Sabbath or
ate the standing wheat. The practice
continued. Niebuhr says of Clement,
who lived about 200 A.D., that he
". . . always seeks connection between his rules of dissent, sober conduct and the example or words of
Jesus Christ, but the relation is usually
a strained one, and often made possible only by ascribing the whole New
Testament to Christ, the Logos of
God. His use of bread and fish in feeding the 5,000 indicates His preference
for simple foods; if men are warned
against shaving, it is not only because
to page thirteen
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It could happen in your church

Matthew 18 Goes to Camp
Eric Stanton

A s CAMP PASTOR at Camp
Lakeview my responsibility was to
lead a vesper service each evening as
well as to be available for counseling.
(Of course, there were some additional responsibilities such as protecting myself from being thrown in the
lake, running in the 50 yard dash, the
1,000 foot, and the four-man relay in
the camp "Olympics," helping pull in
a capsized canoe, jumping into the
water to help a young lady who had a
head on collision with another young
lady in a four lap swimming race from
dock to raft, leading a caravan of cars
in the rain to a nearby state park
where a group of drenching wet 14year-olds were camping after a backpacking trip, and accompanying the
Camp Director to a nearby donut
shop!) But 1 want to share how the
Lord led us all to experience breakthroughs in our relationships with
each other at camp, the coming of the
Spirit to a final vesper service, the
effect this has had in my church and
home, plus its potential for you.
Every pastor must learn that it is
impossible to please all the people all
the time. The first evening of Camp I
made a valiant effort to get next to the
youth. I basically tried to act like a
youth, used some jokes, and did some
nontraditional things which the Lord
had used successfully in the 1975
Camp. This reached some in 1976 but
others were definitely "turned off."
The second evening I used a more
traditional approach; I did not stand
behind a pulpit but I did preach. This
reached some but others were definitely "turned off." Soon I sensed there
was a division in the camp in many
other areas besides the diverse
opinions about me. Murmuring and
disputes seemed to me to be breaking
out everywhere. I asked the Lord,
"What shall I do?" His response was,
"Teach Philippians."
John 10:10 records that Jesus said,
"The thief comes to steal and destroy,
I am come that you might have life
and have it more abundantly." The
outline that I used for Philippians
claimed there are four thieves which
come to rob us of spiritual life and
The writer is pastor of the Carland congregation of the Central Conference.
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God's presence: 1) Bad circumstances, 2) Bad things other people say
and do, 3) Jealousy and the desire for
things, and 4) Worry.
Paul who had every reason to murmur and complain when he wrote
Philippians from prison wrote a letter
filled with joy. How could he do it? He
overcame the four thieves by cultivating a single mind (Phil. 1), a submissive mind (Phil. 2), a spiritual mind.
(Phil. 3), and a secure, positive mind
(Phil. 4).
In fear and trembling I taught
Philippians Wednesday evening. I
pointed out that Paul cultivated' a
single mind for he did not live to enjoy
circumstances; he lived to serve Jesus
Christ. The groups were in different
locations Wednesday night and I
sensed the vesper with the young
group went well but the older group
was too tired from the backpacking
trip to be very responsive.
Thursday evening the counselors for
the 14-year-old group suggested we
again have separate vespers. At first I
responded negatively because I felt
camp unity would be hindered, but
then I agreed and pondered if this
could be the Lord's way of answering
my prayer that morning, "Lord,
please give me a breakthrough with
the 14-year-old group." Vespers were
held with the young group.
Later the older group surprised me
by coming into the lodge and requesting we sit in a circle behind closed
doors. Then one of tteeir counselors
encouraged them to individually share
their thoughts about me with me. This
was Matthew 18:15-17 in action!
Much of what they shared was true
and much hurt me deeply but helped
me greatly. There was one thing
shared which I felt was unfair. It was
apparent that they were comparing me
with their own pastors, thus noticing
one or more character traits and personality traits they disliked at the
expense of overlooking good qualities.
I thought about how often we do
this at home and in the church. I
thought about the many times I fail to
realize that my children actually do
more things right than they do wrong!
I thought that we often notice the one
or two qualities of our pastor and

fellow Christians which we dislike at
the expense of considering and sharing
the many good qualities. The Bible
says we should have an honest report
and I wondered why the honest reports
I hear are almost always malicious
and destructive when an honest report
should include many of the positive
constructive things about a brother or
sister in Christ too!
We then discussed Philippians 2
where Paul encourages us to cultivate
a submissive mind. We recognized
that doing so involves a willful decision to serve our fellow man, identify
with his needs by walking a mile in his
moccasins, and laying down our own
life and reputation for him. The Lord
gave us a tremendous breakthrough as
I came to realize what the youth
wanted and needed, asked Christ to
change some of my personality traits,
and achieved honest communications
with the youth. In turn, the youth
walked a mile in my moccasins, came
to understand why I was doing some
things they did not like, and recognized that it is an error to compare
men with men at the expense of looking for the unique gifts and functions
given by Christ to each of His servants.
Friday was truly a new day at
Camp. As I mingled with the campers
I sensed the dark veil of division was
gone. Having established right relationships with each other we discovered that the Spirit came to us in a
precious way Friday evening. Friday
evening vesper was a contemporary
w o r s h i p service. T h e service
emphasized the gifts given to us
through Jesus Christ and called us to
reach out to Christ with praise and
reach out to each other with love. Love
for things (Phil. 3) and worry (Phil. 4)
seek to poison us with a self-centeredness which will prevent us from reaching out and receiving Christ's life day
by day. But we can overcome by cultivating a spiritual mind and a secure
mind, by simply trusting the Lord as
we sow seeds of love, cultivate a devotional life with Him and a sacrificial
life with our fellow man.
At one point during the celebration
we passed a candle around the room
and as each person passed the candle

to page twelve
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Religious News
U.S. Criticized for "Not
Dealing With Hunger"
Listening to politicians' speeches these
days has been a "sickening experience" to
world-traveling Art Beals, director of
World Concern at King's Garden.
"I realized," he recalled, "that not once
did (a Presidential candidate) address the
fact that out there is a needy world, dying
today. And we seem to have nothing to
say."
Beals, who sees America failing to deal
with world hunger, says he is afraid "this is
expressive of a national insanity that grips
us."
H e told ministers at the Seattle Association of Evangelicals that there is a world of
"incredible need" in which most poverty is
in " a belt of hunger" which circles the
earth at the equator."
"I Was Proud and Spoiled,"
Denver Pastor Blair Says
"I became a proud, cocky preacher. I
became spoiled in an era in which it was
easy to become a glamor boy. I happened
to find a congregation that loved m e . "
So said Pastor Charles E. Blair of
Calvary Temple in a Denver Post interview. The minister is on retreat in the
m o u n t a i n resort c o m m u n i t y of Vail,
Colorado, following his conviction on 17
counts of fraudulent practices in the sales
of securities.
" I was spoiled," Pastor Blair said, looking back on his career as pastor of the 10th
largest congregation in the nation, the
interdenominational Calvary Temple. "Instead of staying humble before God, I ran
all over the world to see how our missionary dollars were being spent. I took advantage of an affluent society and the gifts
of the people, but I was too busy to heed
the details of the corporations."
H e referred to the Temple, the Charles
E. Blair Foundation, and the Life Center,
all of which entered voluntary bankruptcy. Investors lost $14 million in the related corporations.
Because of his pride, arrogance, and
failure to pay attention to details, Pastor
Blair said, " I deserved to fail. In a lot of
areas I wasn't very bright."
" F o r the first time in my life I have
come down from the pulpit, without the
halo and white robe," the minister declared. H e has been on a prayer-fast retreat since a few days after his conviction
August 13, and on August 27 moved to a
rented condominium here, where he has
been joined by his wife Betty.
50,000 in Capital Hear Moon
9n Last U.S. Public Address
Soon after all men "accept one Messiah," the kingdom of God will come to
earth, South Korean preacher Sun Myung
M o o n promised an estimated 50,000 persons in Washington, D.C., at his last
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scheduled public appearance in the United
States.
H e spoke in Korean from a platform
described as the largest ever built on the
Washington M o n u m e n t grounds. In the
address, which took about 35 minutes including consecutive translation, he never
said who the Messiah would be, but neither
did he say anything to dispel the belief of
many of his followers that he is the messiah.
Jesus Christ was mentioned as the
Messiah who came to Israel, but M r .
Moon described Him as unsuccessful in
that role since Judaism failed to recognize
and work with Him. Christ's failure to
unify the world 2,000 years ago meant that
the establishment of the kingdom of God
on earth was delayed, he told the throng on
the M o n u m e n t grounds.
The Korean preacher, who has attracted
thousands of disciples around the world,
then proposed a sort of "new trinity" to
restore and unify the world. He declared,
"Judaism was God's first central religion,
and Christianity was the second. The Unification Church is the third, coming with
the new revelation that will fulfill the final
chapter of God's providence. These central
religions must unite an America and reach
out to unite religions of the world.
Luis Palau, Third World Evangelist,
Is New Overseas Crusades President
In a move believed to be the first such
occasion, an evangelist from the Third
World has been named president of a
U.S.-based missionary agency.
Evangelist Luis Palau, on the 25th anniversary of Overseas Crusades, Inc., succeeded Dr. Dick Hillis as president of the
interdenominational agency.
Dr. Hillis, 63, who founded the mission,
had requested that the Board of Directors
offer the presidency to the Overseas Crusades board member.
" O u r brother accepted the position,"
Dr. Hillis made clear, "only after the
board assured him that the new responsibilities would in no way hinder his worldwide evangelistic ministry."
Luis Palau, 41, first met Dick Hillis in
Cordoba, Argentina, in 1958. Palau afterward enrolled in the Graduate Course at
Multnomah School of the Bible in Portland, Oregon. There he met and married
Patricia Scofield. They have four sons.
Mennonites in Canada
To Buy Up Wheat
Mennonites here have announced a plan
under which C a n a d i a n f a r m e r s m a y
donate wheat to create a reserve for food
emergencies throughout the world.
The Mennonite Central Committee,
which announced the plan last month,
hopes to build up a food bank with federal
government financial assistance and will
start accepting wheat under a plan which
will last five years.
For this year's program, the Canadian
International Development Agency has
promised a basic $1,000,000 with more to
come in succeeding years. Farmers within
the plan receive payment for the wheat
after the Canadian Wheat Board assesses
revenues and expenses at the end of each
crop year.

Christians Who Don't Speak
In Tongues Aren't
Second Class, Charismatic Says
A United Methodist scholar who has
had experiences in speaking in tongues for
the past 12 years, said that the phenomenon does not involve a special baptism
by the Holy Spirit.
Dr. Robert G. Tuttle, a professor at
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
California, asserted that "those who emphasize a special baptism of the Holy
Spirit are those who messed up their first
conversion experience."
He told participants in the annual
United Methodist Conference of the Laity
that he is "sick and tired of people feeling
like they are second-class Christians because they do or do not speak in tongues."
Islam Recognized Officially
By Austrian Government
T h e Austrian government recently
decided to give official recognition to the
religion of Islam.
Official recognition entitles Churches
and the Jewish religion to certain rights
and privileges not accorded to religious
movements or sects not recognized.
Among these rights is that of imparting
religious instruction in the country's state
school system. Unlike the United States,
religious education for R o m a n Catholics,
Lutherans, Jews, and members of other
recognized religious bodies is an integral
part of the school system.
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In groups of two (above) and in seminars (below), the gospel of Jesus Christ is presented to seekers and
drifters.

India in-a-direction, and collecting assorted unrelated experiences, by
chance, becomes a "way to fill up the
time." This kind of bemusement and
near-despair rarely affirms life, but
constantly negates it. There's a scary
apathy here, a too-serene smile.
There's little "joy of living," no great
causes to espouse, no heroism, no intensity of thought or feeling, no future
goals to anticipate.
Interception
Interception means to break into
the loneliness of a person sorrowfully
resigned to being imprisoned to his
own solitude with no right to have or
ask any support from anyone else. (A
proportion of the people coming to
India, which we meet, are somewhere
between this kind of despair and a desperate resolve to try just about anything to relieve or give respite.) Interception means offering him human

Writing before they left India on furlough,
the Smiths describe some of the people they contact
in their L 'Abri-type of ministry in Delhi.

RENDEZVOUS DELHI
Joe and Marietta Smith

A SIGNIFICANT percentage of
young Western wayfarers passing
through Delhi have now given up seeking for final answers either in drugs or
in Eastern religions. They are halfheartedly collecting haphazard experiences, letting life happen as in a game
of chance. Their apathy is symptomatic of a virulent form of existentialism which is marked by a nihilism
that doubts if the parts of life can
make a meaningful whole, since the
final "absurdity," certain death, is
staring one in the face—the end of the
saga. Their question is, "Do we live
before we die?"
No Answers, Hence, No Seekers
M a n y who were formerly
"seekers," now having taken the position that there cannot be answers or
universals, no resolving of contradictions, become "drifters." What breaks
one's heart is this terrible resignation
Joe and Marietta Smith have taken a
assignment at the Temple Campus of
College (Philadelphia), where Joe is
and teaches a course in contemporary
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of a person who has accepted the
premise that aloneness and absurdity
are norms for life. Thus many we meet
are no longer seeking for a unified field
of truth, no longer consider themselves "seekers," not even seekers for
self-realization. They haven't come to

compassion and friendship on the
basis that he is my kind, of inestimable value because he has been
created in the image of God, and thus
has intrinsic worth. Interception also
means offering him sufficient content
so that the gospel of Jesus Christ is

furlough
Messiah
Chaplain
theology.
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credible. (For instance—that there is
form and control in the universe,
change is not in back of the Creator,
there is also form in man, he is personal.) The Bible gives the only framework making this reasonable. It is an
abnormal universe, and because of
men going autonomously their own
way at the expense of other persons,
and because they ignore and reject the
living God, God Himself has put on
every person the moral imperative of
being reconciled with Him through
Christ.
" O n l y b e l i e v i s m " or " e a s y
believism" are as much "trips" as any
other kind. Our interception must not
permit any "leaps of faith" into what
may be emotionalism. Interception
means to give honest answers to
honest questions. Interception can be
at any point—it can begin with the
sharing of a hot cup of coffee, or the
running of hot water for a tub bath for
a weary and dirty body, or the bandaging of a damaged foot (so common out
here because we wear sandals), or a
smile.
A Delicate Balance
The utmost challenge of living in
today's culture is to keep a delicate
balance in today's tensions, applying
the gospel of Jesus Christ in an everchanging situation. Each person at the
door has a totally new demand on us.
For example, take three recent
visitors:
A Californian, a Hari Krishna sympathizer, arrived on a 747 Jumbojet
tour for a first visit to India as a member of the Krishna Consciousness annual tour. He is on the staff of a college near Los Angeles.
Another Californian, from the
University of California at Berkeley,
with a degree in Criminology and here
in Delhi on a Professional Studies program, is studying yoga and can now
pass volumes of water through either
nostril, as well as other parts of his
body, at will. (The ideology is that by
cleansing the physical body, one arrives at purity of mind.)
A young wife and mother from
Europe, wandering out here alone for
the third time, is in a sad state, living
most of the time "in her own head,"
the result of probing into dark forms
of mysticism.
These three—a Californian Hari
Krishna sympathizer, a Californian
yoga disciple, and a Finnish Sufi
mystic—we've spent hours of time
with each of them, talking, praying,

listening. All are seeking spiritual
dimensions for life in India . . . in nonrational ways.
"Walk with them, Resurrection.
Help us teach them why You had to
die."
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With Compassion
Esther Mann, R.N.

"Each believer of the Lord Jesus Christ has had a special call from the
Spirit. Not merely a call to embrace Christ, but a call to work, and to the
proper place for work and for witness. In His dealings with His people, He
makes known what He desires; and for the most part every Christian
knows, or did once know, what the Spirit of God wished him to do, and to
be in the army of the
faithful."—OVERCOMER.
For the past year I have felt that my
place of service has been in a men's
ward of the Bulawayo Central Hospital. I have found a great fulfillment
in giving service with compassion, thus
being a witness of our wonderful
Savior. I know that the overcoming
victory He gives me in my daily life
can be enjoyed by anyone. For those
who feel they have fallen apart physically, who are weak in body or for
those who are discouraged in spirit,
this can be true.
I remember the young fellow with
the knee operation. He had been
taught from childhood the "commandments" but was not willing to
obey them. After discharge from the
hospital, he returned to me asking for
advice and instructions. Now he has
received Christ with his whole heart,
has followed in baptism and has joined
an evangelical church. He is happy in
the Lord.
Another man from a town some
distance away needed an operation on
his elbow. He was discouraged,
wondering why he was having all this
trouble. He could not work; he had a
family to support but he was laid aside
for awhile. He was in the hospital for
several weeks but before he left, he
had a clear testimony that his heart
was clean and it was filled with the joy
of the Lord. Just last week they were
in Bulawayo and came to see me at the
hospital. They were thrilled to tell how
the Lord had been blessing them and
the joy and peace which they have in
their hearts. They are walking and
leaping for the Lord. In their community they have started a prayer cell
and some work with the Africans.
Although Roy and Esther Mann retired from
formal "missions service" in 1975. they have
kept quite active. Recently they took a
"furlough" circling the globe. After visiting
their daughter (Ruth and Marlin Zook and
family) in Japan, they shared in the General
Conference and Roxbury and Ohio camps. The
Manns are now back home in Bulawayo.

I remember a number of months
ago, a man was having severe backache. He was put in traction and had
complete bed rest for some time.
While lying flat on his back, the Lord
spoke to him. He had felt the Lord's
leadings for him to go into full time
service, but he had not been willing
and ready to do so. He asked that I
would join with him and his wife that
the Lord's will would be made clear to
them. God answered our prayers—they are on their journey, now
going to Bible school to be more fully
prepared for service. They know that
they will face many problems as they
have a family and there will be many
difficulties to surmount. But their faith
is firm in their Leader.
There have been quite a number of
other Christians who have been in our
ward and have been "set aside" for
various ailments. Daily contact with
them even a "God bless you," a pat on
the arm, a back rub, a drink of cold
water—all in the n a m e of the
Lord—has its rewards. One sees
spirits lifted. They feel they have some
helper around them with compassion
and one who knows the language of
the believer.
Then there are the older patients.
They are on their "beds of affliction
and couches of discouragement."
They are frail in body, weak in spirit,
and have difficulty in helping themselves. Many are lonely, discouraged,
and have no one to love them. For
some, the only "enjoyment" is smoking cigarettes or having a little "tot"
or "sundowner." Am I helping to lift
their burdens by pointing them to the
all-sufficient Christ, in word and in
deed? Am I lifting their discouragements? I want my service to be "with
compassion"—not just for one day or
when I feel like it, but daily. I want to
be in the army of the faithful.
Are you filling your place of service
with compassion?
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Zambia Revisited

"Sharing Experiences"
Ardys Thuma
W E ARE back home from our year
of service in Zambia. As I think back
over the year, I shall try to share the
"sharing experiences" that were most
impressive and filled with most blessing for me.
To return to our former home and
church and see so many faithful and
mature Christians—old, young, and
middle-aged; to share with them in
church services Sunday after Sunday
and at General Conference at Choma
Secondary School . . . these were
blessed sharing experiences.
To teach at Macha Secondary
School, helping influence and mold
young lives; to work with students in
Production Units (farming and gardening as advocated by the Zambian
government in accordance with the
agrarian revolution and 'back to the
land' theme); to share my thoughts in
morning prayers; to share together in
prayer and Bible study groups as well
as singing groups . . . these and many
more activities were sharing experDr. and Mr. Alvan Thuma. former missionaries in Africa, recently spent a year in service at
Macha Mission. Dr. Thuma was on the medical
staff of the Macha Hospital, having been the
founding physician in 1954.

iences of invaluable worth to me personally.
To be one with my fellow Zambian
teachers at a huge political rally held
underneath the shade of trees; to
realize the stir of happiness within
breasts because of hard-won freedom—a country now free to map out
its own destiny without help or coercion by other outside powers . . . this
was indeed a real sharing experience I
shall never forget.
A dramatic end of our sharing
experiences in Zambia came with the
second Married People's Retreat, held
at Choma Secondary School. About
sixty couples took part. Many relevant subjects were discussed as they
relate to Zambian married life. Inheritance, care of widows and their
position in the Christian community,
family harmony, responsible parenthood, with emphasis on family planning (and special regard to childless
couples in Zambian society), responsible budgeting of family money,
teenage problems—these and many
other topics related to family life were
discussed at the retreat.
Two special features were the film
"The Two Sons" (a story taken from
Matthew 28) and a lovely demonstra-

tion of "family prayers" by the D. C.
Mwaanga family.
Rev. Munsaka, General Superintendent of the Pilgrim Wesleyan
Church in Zambia, was the guest
speaker for the Sunday worship service and final session of the retreat.
His sermon on "Our homes—are they
truly Christian?" was very timely. A
special time of sharing and partaking
of the Last Sacrament was especially
meaningful to all who participated in
this.
People came from far and near,
some from as far as Lusaka, 180 miles
away. No one could doubt that God
was there as we shared one with another in this retreat.
The hope of the future church in
Zambia—yes, even the future of a
solid and stable country and nation in
Zambia, is based on how solid and
stable the family unit is. Let us therefore pray for the Christian homes, that
God may give wisdom, guidance and
love in these homes, that they may
stand steadfast and secure despite the
storms and winds of change that are
all around.
I thank God for all of these sharing
experiences I was privileged to have
during our stay in Zambia this past
year.

Mission Budget News
September is traditionally the
month in which contributions pass the
half way mark for the calendar year.
Only once, in 1972, did this fall as late
as October. In 1974 and 1975 this was
achieved before the end of August.
This year it happened in the second
half of Steptember.

Fine reports are coming in from the
fall missionary conferences. A missionary conference is not gauged solely by missionary offerings but it is
something of a barometer of the state
of mind of the local people.
Following active furloughs during
which they contacted a broad seg-

ment of the brotherhood in the interest
of missions, the Bert Siders have
returned to Nicaragua and the Allen
Buckwalters left for India where they
have served since 1939.
Your support of them and their
many co-laborers is accomplished
through the Missions Budget.

BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
R. 1, Stevensville, ONT. LOS 1S0 • Box 149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
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Pulpit and Pew

The Nurture of New Christians
Don Shafer
O N E of the marks of every growing
church is its care for new Christians. It
can be called a membership class, a
Bible study, or a pastor's class but
unless there is a definite plan for new
Christians to be assimilated into The
Body of Christ, they may die of malnutrition or slip off to another family
that has a healthier climate for a growing Christian.
It seems to me that there are at least
four concerns surrounding the nurture
of new Christians that are significant:
1. They need food for growth and
development.
2. There is the need to be accepted
by the family.
3. A pattern for responsibility is
essential.
4. Opportunity for leadership is extended.
Let us briefly look at these four principles as they pertain to new persons in
Christ.
Food
First of all, a new Christian has had
the experience of knowing Jesus and
accepting Him as Savior. We call it
the "new birth." New born creatures
need special care as is evidenced by all
of nature. Human beings need much
attention and extra help until they
come to maturity. So it is with new
Christians. Such persons need to know
what they believe, and why they believe it. They are clearly aware of new
life, but they need to learn from more
mature Christians the meaning of
their new found joy. I note that growing churches often have a 10-week
course or a three-month study for new
Christians on basic beliefs. It is most
strengthening to learn about the Scripture and its views on God, man, sin,
the Savior, and the foundations of our
faith in Christ. It is my observation
that many persons reared in the
church may remain immature because they never received the "milk of
the Word," i.e., a basic foundation for
building their Christian life.
The writer is bishop of the Midwest and Pacific
Regional Conferences.
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Acceptance
The second need in the life of a newborn person is to be accepted by the
family. This must be more than a birth
announcement. I've noticed that
babies are not impressed with birth
announcements. Rather, there must be
a valid expression of family love so
that the adoption is for real. This can
be done by helping the new Christian
understand the meaning of the church
and specifically the Brethren in Christ
Church. We can bloom best where we
are planted, to use another way of
expressing the need for understanding
our place in God's kingdom. Unless a
new Christian feels good about the
family into which they are received,
they may develop some very maladjusted living habits. Recently, a family
left a Brethren in Christ congregation
because they didn't feel that they were
really a part of it. We must be careful
in the nurture of new persons that we
communicate real acceptance and plan
for the adoption in such a way that
there is no doubt that the new Christian is wanted by the local church.
M a n y churches have definite
courses or sessions on the meaning of
their church and why it is a delightful
experience to be a part of that particular family. Growing churches
know who they are, are excited about
their heritage, their present journey,
and their hopes for the coming kingdom. It is my perception that we
Brethren in Christ could do better in
helping new Christians to understand
the family. Our new materials on
membership should be helpful. But
even more significant would be an
arrangement for new Christians to be
assigned a special relationship to another more mature disciple. It's good
to have a brother or sister.
Responsibility
The third concern for the new Christian is to develop their spiritual
muscles. They need to learn responsibility and obedience. This should
happen at the beginning of the Christian journey. If a new Christian learns
to depend on the Scriptures for spirit-

ual food, find counsel with brothers
and sisters as strength for living, and
experience the joy of giving as a good
steward of their time, energy and
money, we would have more mature
Christians and healthier churches.
This pattern of responsibility is caught
better than taught. We need persons
who model Christian commitment to
be sharing with new Christians. This
can happen in the form of Bible study
groups or Sunday school groups. But
it must be a valid expression of a small
band of Christians who support each
other and hold each other accountable in Christ.
Ministry
Finally, the nurture of new Christians can and should be an opportunity for leadership. As the new-born
Christian develops, both the young
Christian and the group can be aware
of their strengths and affirm them. I
believe that each new person in
Christ is God's gift to the church. It is
a great time to explore and affirm that
gift when the Christian is being nurtured. Pastors and other responsible
ministers should be alert to new Christians and help them discover ways of
being ministers to others. That is what
leadership is in the Body of Christ
(every member is a minister).
To summarize these concerns on the
nurture of new Christians, I would like
to emphasize that it must be more of a
process than an event. It must be a
relationship rather than a program.
Various methods and means may be
used to help the new Christian. Each
local church should design a helpful
way for the process to happen. It
should include options since no two
new-born persons respond exactly
alike. To nurture new Christians is to
give them good food for the beginning
journey. Then they must have close
family members to know they really
belong. As soon as that is established,
we must risk giving them ways to be
responsible and then extend to them
our mutual trust for leadership. That
enables persons to move toward the
measure of the fulness of God
(Ephesians 3:19).
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Women's Groups to Sew
for New Curriculum
With his balding head and full white
beard, Oliver looks like a kindly grandfather, in spite of his olive green felt skin.
" O l i v e r " is a puppet who will be
duplicated 3,000 times for use by three and
four-year-olds and their teachers in the
new Foundation Series curriculum being
developed by four church groups.
M a k i n g all those puppets for inclusion
in lesson kits will be women's groups in the
General Conference Mennonite Church,
Mennonite Church, and Brethren in Christ
Church, the three groups which are fully
participating publishers of the curriculum.
Material and patterns for the puppets
were recently mailed to representatives of
the women's organizations, who will be
dividing t h e m a m o n g local w o m e n ' s
groups for sewing. During the next six
months, the General Conference's W o m e n
in Mission will sew 1,000 (700 in the
United States and 300 in Canada); the
Mennonite Church's W o m e n ' s Missionary and Service Commission, 1,500; and
the Brethren in Christ women, 500.
"Oliver is the grandfather puppet that
the children will visit with each Sunday,"
said Cornelia Lehn of Newton, Kansas,
editor of the preschool material for the
Foundation Series.

The purpose of the puppet is to help the
children communicate with the teacher and
the teacher with the children, she said.
Sometimes children will use Oliver to communicate feelings they might feel too shy
to talk about otherwise.
Oliver will be part of the teaching kit for
the fourth quarter of the first year in the
curriculum for three- and four-year-olds
and may also be used in the following
quarter.
Both quarters are being written by Vel
Shearer of Elkhart, Indiana, who suggested the use of Oliver.
" W h e n Vel first suggested she wanted a
puppet, I wondered if the women would
want to sew them," said Ms. Lehn. C o m mercial puppets seemed prohibitively expensive.
Then several staff people and artists
began designing an Oliver and modifying
him to create a puppet that would be
simple to sew, fit the friendly image of
Oliver, and not be racially identifiable.
The result was a felt puppet to fit over a
person's hand. Oliver is dark olive green
with lighter green trousers and suspenders,
salmon-colored buttons, white hair and
beard, and an embroidered mouth.
During late August, felt pieces for

Oliver were cut at the Mennonite Central
Committee center in North Newton, and
volunteers from Newton area churches, including a number of high school students,
stuffed the felt, embroidery thread, and instructions into plastic bags to be sent to
the women's groups.
The completed puppets will be returned
to Newton by March 1, 1977, since that
quarter of the curriculum is being printed
and assembled in Newton by Faith and
Life Press.
Other portions of the Foundation Series
are being printed by the publishing houses
of the other cooperating denominations.

MATTHEW 18 GOES TO CAMP

to the next person he was instructed to
express the qualities he appreciated
and thank the Lord for those which
were evident in that person's life. We
threw arms around each other, and we
shared positive, true compliments with
each other.
Then we moved to the campfire
outside where Marlin Ressler led us
in a season of consecration. Words
cannot describe how the Spirit came
but actions do! Fourteen-year-olds
embraced 12-year-olds. Nearly every
camper threw arms around staff
members. A group gathered around a
girl and prayed as she surrendered her
drug habit to the Lord. Other
testimonies of help and deliverance
were shared, and we knew we were one
with the Lord and one with each other
in Christ.
When we moved to the refreshment
area at the lodge, the fruitful actions
of the Holy Spirit continued to
manifest themselves. Popcorn, candy,
and pop were shared and no one had
need! Some popcorn spilled near the
Camp Director and me. The Camp
Director held a dustpan while I swept
up the popcorn. Suddenly a young
man gently took the dust pan from my
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from page six

hands and cheerily said, "I'll dump
it."
At the campfire Marlin Ressler
made a comment which has continued
to echo in my mind: "Eric, I wish all
our pastors could be here and experience this!" I honestly believe our
pastors can experience what we experienced and even greater manifestations of the Spirit in their homes and
churches.
I am certain that it was no coincidence that, when I returned to
Carland, our Sunday school chorister
said, "Before we can really expect God
to bless us and be present in our
worship service as at Pentecost we
must be in a right relationship with
each other." The chorister then encouraged us to disperse and greet each
other which is certainly a new approach to a Sunday school opening!
I am certain that it is no coincidence
that in a recent Sunday school board
meeting the board members and
teachers drifted away from the agenda
and openly shared some differences of
opinion within the congregation.
I am certain that it is no coincidence
that four different individuals in the
Carland congregation have been led to

get together and apply Matthew
18:15-17!
I am certain that it is no coincidence that just this morning two
members of my family had a disagreement before family devotions
and I asked them to forgive each other
before devotions in order that we
could be assured the Lord would truly
come and bless us during devotions.
The other day a member of my
congregation told me he believed his
daughter received the baptism in the
Holy Spirit at Junior High Camp because she came home with a new love
for Jesus, a new outlook toward others
and their needs, and a new willingness
to be obedient. I believe the Spirit did
come and we experienced a fresh
Pentecost at Camp. I believe this can
happen in your home and your church
too!
How? Pray and encourage one
another to truly apply Matthew 18:1517, pray and encourage one another to
recognize and declare that for every
fault in your brother and sister there
are numerous virtues too, apply Phil.
4:8, and "Be not overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good!" (Romans
12:21).
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THE BIBLE AND CULTURE
from page five

this practice goes against nature but
because Jesus said, 'The very hairs of
your head are all numbered'; those on
the chin too are numbered, and those
on the whole body. There must be
therefore no plucking out, contrary
to God's appointment, which has
counted them according to His will."
Is this basically different from
quoting Deut. 22:5 and applying it to
women's pant suits while making no
application of Deut. 22:11 which forbids wearing clothes of mixed fibers?
What would be the reaction today, if
men's styles would change to robes as
in Jesus' day? Would it resemble the
response to a decade ago when men
began growing hair longer, more as
was done in New Testament days?
Are there practices in the New
Testament church which had and always will have eternal principles to
teach but which have cultural problems in application today?
I understand that African women,
evangelized by our early missionaries,
at first began to grow their hair longer.
They found cultural problems and discontinued the practice.
Are there any cultural, or environmental, or circumstantial situations which would justify adaptation
of the mode of baptism? I recall, prior
to the present administrative pattern,
of a bishop baptizing a bed-ridden believer by pouring.
A brother, dearly beloved, and from
another denomination, greeted me
with a holy kiss. He was a missionary
to Cuba. After one greeting he said,
"Roy, if we were in Cuba we wouldn't
do that. The only men who kiss each
other there are homosexuals."
Are the above variations from New
Testament practices justified? If so, on
what grounds?
Toward An Understanding
How can the church discern when a
practice of the New Testament church
is for the immediate church and when
it is to be practiced for all times and in
all cultures? Will these guidelines be
helpful?
1. Is the thrust of the entire Scripture supportive of both the principle
and the practice? There could be no
doubt, for instance, that baptism has
the broad basic support of the entire
New Testament and goes beyond an
isolated cultural application of a principle. Similarly the position of the
Scriptures on sexual morality is supported by the entire thrust of the
Scriptures.
2. Does the scriptural portion speak
to a particular church problem or is it
2
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declaring a doctrinal position? There
is a difference between Paul's great
theological statements in the Roman
letter and his dealing with the problems of the Corinthians in chapters 7,
8, 11, 12 and 14.
3. The counsel of the whole church
can assist our discernment. In Acts
15:28 "It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and us . . ." The Spirit indwells
the body of Christ on earth—His
church. The Spirit still guides the
church into truth.
Guidelines on the Way
May I suggest several cautions as
we endeavor to find the Lord's way for
us in applying the Scriptures in our
culture.
1. Avoid the two extremes of
legalism and license. There are no
rules and regulations which will assure
a Christian culture. On the other hand
we must avoid, as the plague, that
extreme which makes grace the instrument of sin and gives us the right to
read into the New Testament justification for disobedience to God and
His will for us.
2. Beware of dogmatism where
there is a lack of clarity or certainty by
the author. Such was the case in Paul's
writings in I Cor. 7:6, 12 and 40 where
he says, "I say this as a concession,
not as a command," "To the rest I say
this (I, not the Lord): . . ." "In my
judgment, she is happier if she stays as
she is—and I think I have the spirit of
God."
3. The judgment and deliverance of
the cross must focus on all that is evil
in every culture. The early church
pronounced God's judgment on the
sins of their generation. We dare do
no less today.
4. Theological and cultural changes
take time and thought. Jesus had
things to tell His disciples which they
were not ready to receive until after
Pentecost (John 16:12 and 13). If and
when we have new understandings
from Scripture we must wait upon the
Lord's timing to share them.
5. We need to reaffirm our strong
support for the authority of Scripture. The Bible makes its own claims
about itself and its authority. This is
historically affirmed by the church.
The Scriptures correct us, we do not
correct the Scriptures.
FOOTNOTES

1. H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture, pp. 32-33 and 36 (Harper and Row 1951).
2. Ibid., pp. 125 and 126.

Church News

MESSIAH COLLEGE
College Holds Spiritual Emphasis Days
Dr. John S. Bray, pastor of the First
Covenant Church in Salina, Kansas, spoke
at Messiah College during the annual fall
Spiritual Life Emphasis days in late
September.
Pastor Bray spoke in college chapel,
classes, informal groups, and in evening
services, grouping his talks under the general theme, " A Realistic Faith in a Broken
World." His ministry was both appreciated by and helpful to the college community.
Bert Writes and Directs Play
The play, Woolman, written-directed by
Dr. N o r m a n Bert, will be staged at Messiah College on the three evenings, October 28-30, at 8:00. Admission for adults
will be $2, for students, $1.
John Woolman, "apostle of abolition,"
spent his life fighting slavery. Through his
efforts, Quakers became leaders in the
American anti-slavery movement.
By focusing on this Quaker saint, the
play celebrates American Christianity. It
laughs at the follies of American religion,
weeps at its faithlessness, praises its
strengths, and puzzles over its paradoxes.

NIAGARA
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
Sider and Grant Installed
In a moving and supportive service
Harvey Sider and Roger Grant were inducted as President and Academic Dean,
respectively, of Niagara Christian College
on September 19, 1976. Dr. Frank Epp,
President of Conrad Grebel College spoke.
Other participants included Bishop Roy
Sider and John Zercher, Chairman of
Board for Schools and Colleges.
Rally Held
T h u r s d a y evening, Sept. 23, Allan
Forbes of Buffalo Youth Time and the
Jean Gaithers held a rally in the Gymnatorium. About 350 were touched by
their spiritual ministry.
Forthcoming events
Nov. 5-6—Homecoming.
Nov. 8-10—John Stoner lectures on
Peace and Social Concerns.
Nov. 19—Native Culture Night with
Eldon Bert.

CONFERENCES
Allegheny

The Blandburg Church reports a special
weekend with a cookout and a musical
program with good attendance for each
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event. The congregation has been growing
and reaching out into the community
under the leadership of Rev. Harry Lee
Ritchey.
On Sunday, Sept. 19, the Chambersburg congregation held a Child Dedication
Service in the morning service and four
persons were baptized in the evening service. Rev. A. G. Brubaker is the pastor.
The Christ's Crusaders of the Green
Spring congregation earned money for
hymnals and the Sunday school bus ministry by sponsoring a walk-a-thon recently.
Their pastor, Rev. L o m e Lichty, served as
auctioneer at the annual Messiah H o m e
auction sale. Rev. Ray Chamberlain,
Lakeland, Florida, served as evangelist on
Sept. 19-Oct. 3.
T h e Hollowed congregation held a
vesper service on Sunday evening, Aug. 22,
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hoffman. Following the service a surprise anniversary party was held for their pastor and
wife, Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Engie, who
celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary. Nina Mowen gave a report on the
Youth Conflicts Seminar which she had attended. " T h e Singing Inspirations" provided special music.
The Locust Grove congregation held its
second annual Family Retreat on Aug. 2021, at the Roxbury Campgrounds. On
Sept. 17-19, a Family Life Conference was
held with Dr. Dorothy Gish, Messiah College, as the guest speaker.
Six persons were received into
fellowship of the Martinsburg congregation during the month of August. During
September, three persons were added to
church membership. Rev. Robert Keller,
Sr., is the pastor.
The Mowersville congregation held a
" W e l c o m e H o m e " service for returned
missionaries, David and Doris Barr. A love
gift was presented to the Barrs. The pastor
is Rev. Mervin Potteiger.
Missionary guests of the New Guilford
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 12, were
Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter. The film,
The New Chuck Colson, was shown on
Sept. 19. Rev. Maurice Bender is the
pastor.
Bishop Henry Ginder installed Rev.
James Ernst as pastor of the Paramount
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 5. Mrs.
Ernst and their twin daughters took part in
the installation ceremony.
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Mr. and M r s . Ralph H. Wenger
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
on Aug. 17, with a dinner and reception
given by their son and his family, M r . and
Mrs. Robert H. Wenger. The Wengers are
members of the Mechanicsburg Brethren
in Christ Church.

Atlantic

The Community Bible Chapel congregation honored their pastor and wife, Rev.
and Mrs. Clair Shenk, on their 35th wedding anniversary, August 7, at a reception
after the Sunday evening service. A love
gift was presented to them.

The Christ's Crusaders of the Conoy
congregation sponsored the musical group,
" T h e Potter's Clay," on Sunday evening,
August 15. The pastor is Rev. Jay Sisco.
T h e Manor congregation held a
fellowship dinner on Sunday, Aug. 1, following the installation service of Rev. Dale
W. Engle as assistant pastor. The pastor is
Rev. John Hawbaker.
The youth of the Shenks Union congregation held a retreat at Pine Grove
Furnace State Park. Their guests were
four residents of the New Life for Girls
who shared their personal experiences and
involvement at the Center. Rev. Fred L.
Geib is the pastor.
A surprise open house was held in honor
of the 35th wedding anniversary of Mr.
and Mrs. Roland F. Detweiler on May 23.
The couple's six children hosted the affair.
Mr. and Mrs. Detweiler are members of
the Silverdale Brethren in Christ Church.

Canadian

The Houghton congregation held a
Dedication Service on Sunday, Sept. 12,
for their Sunday school staff and club
leaders. The pastor is Rev. John R. Sider.
On Sunday, Sept. 12, the Massey Place
congregation held a baptismal service for
four persons. Three persons were received
into church membership. Rev. Douglas
Sider is the pastor.
The Sherkston congregation held a
farewell service for Bert and Marian Sider,
missionaries who were on furlough, on
Sept. 19, as they returned to the mission
field of Nicaragua. They shared in several

services with S h e r k s t o n , their h o m e
c h u r c h . T h e p a s t o r is R e v . R o b e r t
Rolston.
On Sept. 20, Bishop and Mrs. Roy V.
Sider were honored on their 25th wedding
anniversary, at Niagara Christian College. The couple's families, the Canadian
Conference ministers, and many friends of
the Sherkston congregation hosted the
affair. A gift of silver was presented to the
Siders.

Central

The Carland-Zion congregation held
Rally Day on Sunday, Sept. 12, in connection with their annual Sunday School
Growth Campaign. Their theme is " R e a c h
Out and Touch." Special guests for the
day were the Don Price Family. A carry-in
meal followed the morning worship service. The pastor is Rev. Eric Stanton.
The Leonard congregation were
challenged by missionaries, the,Levi Brubakers on Wednesday evening, Sept. I.
Rev. Harold Wolgemuth is the interim
pastor.
The Sippo congregation held a camp-out
over the Labor Day weekend at Hickory
Lake. The pastor, Rev. Eli Hostetler
brought evening studies from the book of
Daniel during the month of September.

Midwest

Merrily Eyster, from the Bethany congregation, left for voluntary service at the
Life Line Mission on Sept. 6. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Eyster. The
pastor at Bethany is Rev. Charles Rickel.
The Dallas Center congregation is planning a Fall Festival using the theme, " I n
God W e Trust." The pastor is Rev. Millard Haldeman.
The Oak Park congregation hosted a
Layman's Fellowship with the Dallas
Center congregation on Sunday afternoon, August 29. Rev. Harold Jackson is
the pastor.
Earl and Lois Hess were recent guests of
the Zion congregation. They shared in the
Sunday school hour on August 15. The
pastor is Rev. Paul Hess.

Pacific

Fifty-nine persons were in attendance at
the first Sunday morning service of the new
Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church,
September 12.
This new congregation is the result of
church planning and planting by the
Pacific Conference Board of Extension.
Aaron Stern had done extensive work
visiting in the community prior to the
coming of the pastor, Ralph Wenger. Bible
studies have been conducted in the area
since April under the direction of Gordon
Engle. A back-yard Bible school was
hosted by Bruce and Linda Merritt with
Ruth Heise of the Upland Church in
charge.
The new pastor and wife, Ralph and
Joan Wenger, have come from the pastorate of the P a r a m o u n t congregation,

Evangelical Visitor

Hagerstown, Md. They were installed as
pastor of this new church at a service held
October 3 in the auditorium of the
Carnelian Elementary School where the
congregation is now worshiping.

Births

Bailey: David James, born Aug. 13, to
Jim and Ivy Bailey, Skyline View congregation, Pa.
Breneman: Gerald Sidney, Jr., born
Aug. 7, to Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Breneman, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Byers: Rodney Nelson, bom Sept. 8, to
Nelson and Shirley (Denlinger) Byers, Mt.
Rock congregation. Pa.
Dayton: Charles Soren, born July 22, to
Donald and Lucille Dayton, Chicago, 111.
Epps: Christopher Michael, born May
30, to Mr. and Mrs. James Epps, Conoy
congregation, Pa.
Ernst: Joel Dean, born Sept. 9, to Rev.
and Mrs. James D. Ernst, Paramount congregation, Md.
Eyster: Susan Beth, born Aug. 14, to
Danny and Barbara Eyster, Bethany congregation, Kola.
Geesaman: Tressa Ann, born Sept. 8, to
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Geesaman, Fairview
Avenue congregation, Pa.
Germack: Rita Ann, born Aug. 13, to
Mr. and Mrs. James Germack, Conoy
congregation, Pa.
Heffley: Michelle Kay, born Aug. 28, to
Jim and Darla Heffley, Mastersonville
congregation, Pa.
Hess: Douglas Andrew, born Aug. 18,
to Roger and Jean Hess, Chambersburg
congregation, Pa.
Housser: Nichole Lin, born Aug. 11, to
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Housser, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Kloetstra: Evelyn Anne-Marie, born
April 26, to M r . and M r s . J a m e s
Kloetstra, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Kramer: Stephanie Joyce, born Aug. 21,
to Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kramer, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Noecker: Mindy Faith, born Aug. 30, to
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Noecker, Conoy
congregation, Pa.
Oldham: Gary Paul, born Sept. 1, to
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Oldham, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Randall: Jennifer Alice, born Aug. 9, to
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Randall, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Rickman: Tana Loree, born July 15, to
Rev. and Mrs. Edward Rickman, Marion,
Ind. (Rev. Rickman is a former pastor of
the Abilene congregation, Kansas).
Rotz: Philip Dwight, born Aug. 23, to
Mr. and Mrs. Dwignt Rotz, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Shiley: Melissa Ann, born Aug. 3, to
Dennis and Audrey Shiley, Skyline View
congregation, Pa.
Sollenberger: Rochelle Lynn, born Aug.
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24, to Earl and Gwen Sollenberger, New
Guilford congregation, Pa.
Winger: Nathan Chad, born Feb. 23, to
Mr. and Mrs. James Winger, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Zook: Mark Andrew, born Aug. 19, to
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Zook, Air Hill congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Bicksler-Dimitris: Tina Marie, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gust H. Dimitris, Jr.,
Lancaster, Pa., and Dennis R., son of Rev.
and Mrs. John S. Bicksler, Manheim, Pa.,
Sept. 18, in the Grace Evangelical Congregational Church with Rev. Robert
Daneker and the father of the groom
officiating.
Coldsmith-Crider: Twylla, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Crider, and John,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. John Coldsmith,
Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 4, in the Air Hill
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Roger Witter officiating.
Johnson-Rice: Marcia Elaine, daughter
of Jacob and Vera Rice, and Frank William Johnson, Jr., both of Newville, Pa.,
Sept. 18, in the Green Spring Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Lome Lichty
officiating.
Koons-Glover: Rebecca Anne, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Burnice G. Glover, and
Sgt. Gary Mason Koons, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Koons, Sept. 11, in the Skyine View Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. LeRoy Walters officiating.
Rafferty-Mulligan: Cheryl Elaine,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Mulligan, and Jay, son of Mr. and Mrs. E. J.
Rafferty, both of Ridgeway, Ont., Feb. 21,
in Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert Rolston officiating.
Seburn-Drews: Linda Marie Drews,
daughter of Mrs. Audrey Goodwin,
Buffalo, N. Y., and Tim, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Laverne Seburn, Fort Erie, Sept. 4,
in the Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Robert Rolston officiating.
Wildeson-Burkholder: K a r e n S u e ,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Wilbur Burkholder, and Harold Eugene, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Wildeson, Aug. 21, in
the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ
Church with Bishop Charlie Byers and
Rev. James Strite officiating.

Obituaries

Frank: William Frank, III, born Dec. 2,
1952, died Jan. 11, 1976, in Colorado. He
was the son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Frank, Jr., of the Skyline View congregation, who survive. He is also survived by
two sisters: Mrs. Sharon Schwalm and
Mrs. Carol Harlacher; a brother, David;
and two nieces. The funeral service was
conducted by Rev. LeRoy B. Walters.
Interment was in the Woodlawn Memorial
Gardens.
Hess: Abram M. Hess, born July 24,
1885, died Aug. 19, 1976. He was the son
of Conrad Z. and Ada Sue Keen Hess. He

was married to Annie Kreider Sangrey
who preceded him in death Dec., 1974. He
is survived by six children: Lois S., Mrs.
Suie S. Wissler, Mrs. Mary S. Hoke, John
S„ Mark S., and Mrs. Edna S. Hess. He is
also survived by 15 grandchildren; 16
great-grandchildren; four sisters; and a
brother. He was a member of the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church where he had
served as trustee. The funeral service was
held in the Pequea Church with Rev.
Gerald Wingert officiating. Interment was
in the Pequea Cemetery.
Jumper: Delia Jumper, Newville, Pa.,
born Aug. 3, 1909, died Sept. 12, 1976. She
is survived by her husband, Charles T.; two
sons: Floyd R., and David; and a daughter, Mrs. Janet Comerer. The funeral
service was held in the Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. L o m e
Lichty officiating. Interment was in the
Prospect Hill Cemetery.
Musser: Ira C. Musser, born Aug. 29,
1899, in Greene Twp., died Sept. 16, 1976,
in the Chambersburg, Pa. Hospital. He
was the son of Joseph and Lydia Hawbaker Musser. He is survived by his wife,
Mary Singer Musser; three sons: Alvin J.,
J. Melvin, and Martin L.; two daughters:
Mrs. Pauline Wenger and Mrs. Anna
Stayman; 10 grandchildren; 22 greatgrandchildren; five step-grandchildren; and
six step great-grandchildren; two sisters;
and a brother. He was a member of the Air
Hill Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was officiated by Rev.
Roger Witter and Rev. Wilbur Benner.
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
Parker: Chad Jeremy Parker, born Dec.
23, 1974, died April 10, 1976. He was the
son of Larry and Brenda Wilhelm Parker,
who survive. He is also survived by two
sisters: Leah and Chantel; a brother, Rodney; and grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. A.
Wilhelm and Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Parker.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Robert Rolston officiating.
Richardson: Mrs. Myrtle Irene, born
May 8, 1898, near Beatrice, Neb., died
June 11, 1976, in the Thomas Memorial
Hospital, Thomas, Okla. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Neher.
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs.
Paul Bigham and Mrs. A. L. Switzer;
three sons: Vernon Brandt and Harold
Brandt; 17 grandchildren; and 17 greatgrandchildren. She is also survived by two
brothers. The funeral service was held in
the Bethany Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Charles Rickel officiating. Interment was in the Bethany Cemetery.
Traver: Mrs. Millie Traver, born Oct. 8,
1892, died Sept. 19, 1976. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Delly Homes.
She was married to Claude Traver who
preceded her in death in 1944. She is survived by her daughter, Marian; two sons:
Howard and Arthur; seven grandchildren;
and one sister. She was a member of the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in the Lampman
Funeral Home with Rev. Edward Gilmore and Rev. Arthur Heise officiating.
Interment was in the Zion Cemetery,
Wainfleet.
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The Contemporary Scene
Eldridge Cleaver Describes Conversion
"My life has turned 180 degrees; I would call it a conversion experience," Eldridge Cleaver stated in his first
extensive conversation with a newsman about his religious
pilgrimage.
The former Black Panther leader, free on $100,000 bond
while awaiting trial in Oakland on charges stemming from
a 1968 Panther-Police shootout, described for Los Angeles
Times Religion Writer Russell Chandler his spiritual
odyssey. The path led Cleaver full circle from the Baptist
faith of his childhood through radical, violent involvement with Marxist ideology to his new crusade for love
and reconciliation.
The strapping, soft-spoken Cleaver, just turned 41, told
Chandler that religious images and concepts of his early
youth rose up constantly to haunt him during his activity
with the Black Panthers. More and more the questions he
had to decide were not about politics or tactics so much as
they were about moral values, right and wrong.
"I felt ill-equipped to deal with these problems,"
Cleaver reflected. "Something was missing in the whole
approach . . . I had to resort to religious principles to resolve the conflicts. . . . I couldn't shake off values like
'love your neighbor' and the Golden Rule."
Disaffection for Marxist society was further shattering
during Cleaver's seven years abroad in Cuba, Algiers, Asia
and Europe. He discovered that communist countries and
their governments were racist and repressive. He found he
could no longer countenance "the denial of the human
soul, the denial of the existence of anything other than the
material. . . . It made me feel threatened . . . I no longer
had all the answers."
In a small apartment on the Mediterranean Sea at
Rocheville near Nice, Cleaver reviewed speeches by
Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, Jr., Emerson, Thoreau,
and Walter Rauschenbusch, who wrote the "Social Principles of Jesus." But it was not from books that hope from
depression, feelings of isolation and urgings toward suicide
came.
"I saw the 'man in the moon'—like a photograph of
me," he said. And on the moon's image were sequentially
reflected his political idols—Engels, Marx, Castro, Mao.
. . . All passed in review as the shadows seemed to move.
Last he saw what he described as the face of Jesus
Christ. "I sweated and trembled," Cleaver recalled, "and

then started crying; I couldn't stop crying. I fell on my
knees and recited the 23rd Psalm and the Lord's Prayer."
Afterward Cleaver said he went to bed and "had the best
night's sleep I have ever had." The following morning, he
said, the plan for his return to the United States "which involved surrender" was formed.
That historic night on the balcony was a turning point,
Cleaver declared. "I view this night as my conversion
experience because I was not the same after it as before.
When reports of Cleaver's "jail-cell conversion" filtered
out last March the man was incensed, because he felt the
news did not adequately detail his lengthy spiritual
pilgrimage and appeared to be a phony ploy to assist in his
release. He feared also that financial support from former
associates for his defense fund would dry up.
Although they did indeed dry up to a large extent new
ones replaced them. Arthur DeMoss, a Pennsylvania insurance executive, visited Cleaver in jail and "took me
through the Scriptures," he told Chandler. DeMoss also
put up $50,000 in Pennsylvania highway bonds toward the
$100,000 bail that freed Cleaver in August. The move was
to Cleaver "a complete surprise."
He and his wife, Kathleen (who was at first somewhat
unsympathetic toward her husband's spiritual rebirth)
have met in Washington, D.C., with Charles Colson, a
convicted Watergate figure who had also undergone a profound religious experience. Mrs. Cleaver is now reading
Colson's book Born Again and has "mellowed" in her
spiritual outlook, according to her husband.
Cleaver met for several hours with Evangelist Billy
Graham during the San Diego Crusade in August, seeking spiritual counsel. The two men "shared prayer together."
"I want to share my experiences of the last few years . . .
particularly on the college campuses," Cleaver explained.
He added that he is concerned about what he perceives as
the international communist movement bent upon colonizing the world, isolating the United States and taking it
over eventually.
Cleaver says he is resigned "to the will of the Lord"
about whether he will go to prison for the shooting charges
pending against him.
EPA Release

